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(54) IMAGE-PROCESSING METHOD AND IMAGE PROCESSOR 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image- 
processing method and an image processor, capable 
of detecting a watermark pattern which is hardly 
affected by illumination nonuniformity or sheet 
thickness nonuniformity or by any print pattern, such 
as a printed character or pattern. 
SOLUTION: The method includes the steps in which 
the image of a gift certificate is inputted in a step 
ST1, and the maximum value filter processing is 
applied to the inputted image in a step ST2; edge 
detection processing is applied to the image to which 
the maximum value filter processing is operated in 
the step ST2 in a step ST3; the mean value 
projection pattern to a vertical axis is generated to 
the image to which the edge detection processing is 
applied in the step ST3 in a step ST4; a power 



-ST4 



ST5 



STb 



spectral is calculated for the mean value projection pattern generated in the step ST4 
in a step ST5; and the presence or absence of watermark is judged, base don the 
power spectra which has been calculated in the step ST4 in a step ST6. 
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